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Besides theorists like Wordsworth there were the more
definitely avowed economic or political thinkers. Adam
Smith (1723-1790), for example, had travelled in France
during the sixties of the eighteenth century, and had been
much influenced by the Enlightenment and the Encyclo-
pedists. In 1776 appeared his Wealth of Nations. In it he
points out that the common people, the labouring poor,
are engaged on deadening, routine tasks which cause them
to degenerate both physically and morally; he is already
aware of the ejEfects of the Industrial Revolution to which
reference has been made. He says: "A man without the
proper use of the intellectual faculties of a man is, if possible,
more contemptible than even a coward, and seems to be
mutilated and deformed in a still more essential part of the
character of human nature. Though the State was to
derive no advantage from the instruction of the inferior
ranks of the people, it would still deserve its attention that
they should not be altogether uninstructed. The State,
however, derives no inconsiderable advantage from their
instruction. The more they are instructed, the less liable
they are to the delusions of enthusiasm and superstition,
which among ignorant nations frequently occasion the
most dreadful disorders. An instructed and intelligent
people, besides, are always more decent and orderly than
a stupid one. They feel themselves, each individually, more
respectable and more likely to obtain the respect of their
lawful superiors. They are more disposed to examine, and
are more capable of seeing through, the interested com-
plaints of faction and sedition, and they are, upon that
account, less apt to be misled into any wanton or un-
necessary opposition to the measures of government. In
free countries, where the safety of government depends
very much upon the favourable judgment which the people
may form of its conduct, it must surely be of the highest